XOW   OR   NEVER

Chamberlain was dealing with the dissenters, and while Sir
John impassively moved a pawn, members recalled similar
brazen gestures on his part at the height cf the General Strike
and Abdication crises.

Opposition pundits took fresh hope, and after the seven kar.
years began to make fantastic forecasts of the Eden Progres-
sives backed by all the best men sweeping the nation by the
mere quality of their personnel. But one big reservation I
heard that night. * If only Eden had gone on an issue the
people can understand.' Eden's immediate case was to^
technical for a crusade.

From an Opposition point of view it was idle to e\pect that
Eden would turn a hand to rescue Socialists or Liberals from
their plight. It was enough for the Opposition to be able to
claim that Eden's departure marked the beginning of the end
of National Government. From henceforth it was Tory on its
own terms and unashamed. With Eden went the Conserv-
ative Party's last concession to the Middle Vote. The logic
of facts would henceforth have to suffice for personal
representation.

By Monday morning excitement reached its peak. Eden's
letter to Chamberlain was an impressive effort to keep the
terms of controversy as wide as possible:

The evidence of the last few days have made plain a
difference between us on a decision of great importance in
itself and fer-reaching in its consequences. I cannot recom-
mend to Parliament a policy with which I am not in
agreement. Apart from this, I have become conscious, as
I know you have also, of a difference of outlook between
us in respect to the international problems of the day, and
also as to the methods by which we should seek to resolve
them.
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